
HELP KEEP MTA ON THE ROAD! 

First-Ever Regional Event 

Spring has Sprung! 

tions, AND who better to learn 

from than your colleagues in 

your own state who are facing 

the same issues you are? 

I know we are all busy—but 

could you spare a few hours a 

month to propel tutoring in 

Michigan forward so students 

in our fine state are better 

equipped to be productive 

members of society? 

While MTA is not quite as 

‘stuck’ as the car in the picture, 

we are in need of some assis-

tance from you, our members. 

As you know, MTA has been 

around for 28 years as a tool 

for tutors and coordinators of 

tutoring programs to build 

solid programs in our colleges 

and universities. The Board 

meets regularly both face to 

face and electronically in or-

der to provide our annual con-

ference as well as other activi-

ties for our members; how-

ever, some of us will be mov-

ing off the board. 

MTA needs you to become 

more involved in our planning 

process. How can you play a 

part in designing MTA? How 

about planning a regional 

event at your college? What 

about a webcast or video con-

ference about a topic of con-

cern for your center? Submit 

an article about your center or 

tutors for the newsletter. Sub-

mit a proposal to present a 

workshop at our connections 

conference. Talk to a board 

member about a benefit you 

would like as an MTA member. 

This list is nearly endless and it 

is up to each of you to help us 

out of this jam so that MTA can 

move forward. MTA is YOUR 

organization...it is ‘local’ and 

less expensive than many 

other professional organiza-

Michigan Works, will be 

speaking about the current 

program as well as giving par-

ticipants information about the 

future of adult education in 

Michigan.  

Panel members will present 

some of the struggles facing 

MTA is pleased to announce a 

special event: the first MTA/

Michigan Development Educa-

tion Consortium (MDEC) Re-

gional Symposium! The event 

will be held on May 14, 2010 at 

Southwestern Michigan Col-

lege in Dowagiac and is open 

to members of MTA and 

MDEC. 

The symposium will focus on 

working with adult learners, 

particularly displaced workers 

through the No Worker Left 

Behind program. Chris Field-

ing, a representative from 
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Does anyone remember where we parked the car?  



Most classes end at the end of the month, 

so there are only XX days left to get eve-

rything done for all those classes. Augh!  

 

That includes the paper and the project 

you have put off starting, one or two 

more tests with or without a final, not to 

mention the stuff you were supposed to 

hand in before spring break but didn't. 

 

What to do? Make a list and check it 

twice. Get out all your syllabuses (or 

syllabi) and a daily diary or calendar. 

 

Write down what is due when, including 

when you have to have reading done, 

drafts due, tests taken, and projects de-

livered. 

 

Now write down your other regular com-

mitments, such as work, meetings, or 

your bowling league. 

 

Then add in the special springtime stuff 

like the kids' spring concert at school, 

and your Aunt Tessie's 90th birthday 

party. 

 

Throw the thing in the air in despair! 

 

No, no, not really. Now figure out when 

you need to actually sit down and do 

your course work. Is the final research 

paper due on a Monday? Get it typed up 

the previous Friday afternoon, before 

the concert that night. Do you have a two

-hour ride to Aunt Tessie's? Take your 

text with you and skim the chapters in 

the car. Go to your tutoring center for 

some help reviewing for your last tests, 

or for some help with that MLA or APA 

format in your paper. 

 

Don't worry, you'll get it all done. And if 

you are in deep trouble, stop in to your 

tutoring center. We can't make the trou-

ble disappear now, but maybe we can 

help you avoid the same trouble in the 

future. 

Regional Event, continued 

Note to Students at the End of the Semester 

òThrow the thing in the 

air in despair!ó 

Page 2 Spring has Sprung! 

adult learners today. Participants will have 

the opportunity to ask questions as well as 

engage one another in discussions about 

how to provide the tools these students 

need to build their own academic success. 

The event is geared toward directors, co-

ordinators and faculty and is free to mem-

bers of MTA and MDEC. 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend 

this wonderful collaborative event! The 

date is Friday, May 14, 2010 and the time is 

10am-2:00pm. Lunch is included at no cost 

to MTA or MDEC members. 

RSVP by May 10 to Annette Mileski at SMC, 

269-782-1463 or ascheid@swmich.edu. 

Look familiar? 

Southwestern Michigan College,  

Dowagiac  



development funds!! Plan to join us on 

Friday, October 22 at St. Clair 

County Community College—you’re sure 

to learn something new!  

Arrangements for our annual conference 

are well underway! The Board ventured to 

Port Huron on April 16 for a site visit with 

Tim Lutenski, our SC4 conference host. The 

weather was wonderful and the campus is 

beautiful! Tim is carefully selecting the 

menu, reserving rooms and securing sign-

age for the campus. He will also be provid-

ing tours of the facility and campus as one 

of the breakout sessions. It will be a busy, 

rewarding day for all. 

The Board has elected to alter our tradi-

tional schedule a bit. The conference will 

begin at 9:30am instead of 9am. We will be 

shaving some time off the workshops in 

order to still offer three break-out sessions. 

The full schedule is posted on the website. 

We are keeping the cost of the conference 

the same as last year and quite frankly, it is 

a tremendous bargain; a great way to re-

ward your tutors and use your professional 

The SC4 Achievement Center 

2010 Connections Conference 

What do most adults fear more than 

death? Yes, it is speaking in public! The 

only ócureô for this fear is to do it again 

and againé.you know, practice makes 

perfect! 

How do you get this practice without go-

ing into cardiac arrest? Simpleé.wait for 

ité...Present a workshop at the MTAôs 

annual connections conference! Yes, it is 

that easy to alleviate your fear of public 

speaking! Well, maybe it wonôt be totally 

alleviated, but it will not be as scary as 

you think. 

Our theme this year is Tutoring for a 

Changing World and we would love to 

know what your center does to equip your 

students with the tools they need to build 

a successful future. What does your cen-

ter do better than any other? Do you have 

some training tips? Do you have a tutor or 

tutors who would love to talk about their 

tutoring techniques? 

Letôs share the knowledge for our stu-

dentsô sakes and for our own sanityð

because why recreate the wheel? 

 

Proposals are due to Sam Drake by June 

15, 2010. Forms and contact information 

can be found on our web site: 

www.michigan-Tutors.org. 

Several types of  testing are available 

through the Achievement Center, includ-

ing: Assessment Testing, (The College 

uses COMPASS as its primary assessment 

tool) COMPASS includes assessment tests 

for math, reading, and writing and is part 

of the enrollment process for SC4 stu-

dents.  

CLEP (College Level Examination Pro-

gram) - CLEP is a series of examinations 

that allow individuals to earn college credit 

The Achievement Center provides aca-

demic support for the learning process and 

strives to enhance SC4 student success. 

Programs and services offered by the 

Achievement Center include tutoring, dis-

ability services, testing, and study materi-

als as well as workshops and seminars.  

Tutoring is available free of charge to cur-

rently enrolled SC4 students.  Tutoring is 

offered on an individual drop-in basis 

(where students receive one-on-one atten-

tion), in a group format, and through study 

groups.  Those who serve as tutors come 

from a variety of backgrounds and include 

current students as well as individuals who 

have obtained their associate’s, bache-

lor’s, or master’s degree.  

Disability services include interpreter, 

reader, and note taking assistance, mobil-

ity assurance and assistive equipment, test 

taking accommodations and Braille, and 

translation.   

WHAT?!?!!?!? 

ò...quite frankly, it is a 

tremendous bargainó 
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NETTIE’S NOTES:  all is well in beautiful 

Springtime Dowagiac . . . 

birds are singing . . . sun is shining . . . 

trees are budding . . . Ahhhhh . . . 

the dogwoods are blooming . . . 

maintenance is busy mowing . . . 

students are studying for finals on the 

lawn . . .snow shovels are put away . . . 

Yes, we have a wonderful campus with 

lots of green lawn and wooded trails. Me?  

Well, I’m keeping busy with employee 

evaluations and MTA business. I’m plan-

ning to see you at the Regional Event on 

May 14 and of course in Port Huron, for 

our 2010 Connections Conference on Fri-

day, October 22!! 

Don’t forget to submit a workshop pro-

posal for the conference AND to RSVP for 

the regional event! 

for what they 

know, regard-

less of where 

they learned it. 

CLEP is admin-

istered through 

the Achieve-

ment Center 

and is the most 

widely accepted 

credit-by-

examination pro-

gram in the 

United States.  

Test Proctoring - Online courses offered 

through SC4 may coordinate testing 

through the Achievement Center and ex-

ams are proctored at the center.  Other 

colleges and universities may also arrange 

test proctoring services and these may in-

volve a fee. 

Numerous handouts, study guides, and vid-

eos are available.  Students can also use 

computer based educational resources and 

self-paced tutorial programs such as Plato 

and My Skills Tutor.  The center has multiple 

computers and printers, and provides a 

quiet learning environment for students. 

Workshops and Seminars are provided to 

assist students and provide information on 

relevant academic subjects, for educational 

planning purposes, and for dealing with non

-academic issues and concerns.  Past work-

shops have included time management, test 

taking, study skills, goal setting, decision 

making, and problem solving.   

 

SC4 Achievement Center continued 

 

Please note: the Board meets regularly on 

the second Friday of the month in Lansing. 

This meeting is open to all members and 

we welcome all newcomers!! Donõt be 

shyñ this is YOUR organization and your 

opportunity to voice your concerns, 

thoughts, and ideas.  

More information can be found on the 

website, www.michigan -tutors.org, or  

contact Annette at SMC. 

 

P.O. Box 895 

Royal Oak, MI 

48068-0895 

Check our website for Board 

Member contact information. 

Michigan Tutor ia l  Assoc ia t ion 

Tutoring in a Changing World.  

www.michigan -tutors.org  

We will be hereé.. 

October 22  

mailto:ascheid@swmich.edu

